
 

 

 

 

The best home in London? 

This is Rory Blake’s home in London. He lives on a houseboat. At the moment, the boat is staying on 

the River Thames, but in the summer, Rory’s family has holidays on it – it’s their holiday home, too!  

A  People thiŶk that houseďoats are uŶĐoŵfortaďle, ďut ǁe͛ǀe got eǀerythiŶg – two bedrooms, a 

liǀiŶg rooŵ aŶd a kitĐheŶ. There͛s eǀeŶ a ͚͚gardeŶ͛͛ oŶ the roof of the ďoat. I͛ŵ groǁiŶg soŵe herďs up 
there now, because I like cooking.  

B Our houseboat Marianne is seǀeŶty years old aŶd it͛s usually iŶ the CeŶtre of LoŶdoŶ. It͛s a Đool 
place to keep the boat – ǁe͛re Ŷear soŵe faŵous ŵuseuŵs aŶd a good liďrary, aŶd the ǀieǁ is great. 

C The oŶly proďleŵ is the ǁeather. WheŶ it͛s ǁiŶdy, the ďoat goes up aŶd doǁŶ! Also we need to 

paint Marianne every year. In fact my dad and his friends are painting the houseboat now. 

D WheŶ ǀisitors Đoŵe here, they ǁalk iŶto our liǀiŶg rooŵ first. They thiŶk it͛s great ďeĐause it͛s 
really comfortable with a big TV, a sofa and modern paintings.  

E The kitĐheŶ is ŵy faǀourite rooŵ. My ŵuŵ is ŵakiŶg diŶŶer Ŷoǁ. We͛re goiŶg to eat iŶ our 
garden, on the roof! 

I. Comprehension :                                                                                             (8pts) 

1- Read the text and thick the correct answer: (1pt) 

The text is about: 

a-       Living in London. 

b-       An unusual home. 

c-       The advantages of having a boat. 

2- Read the text again. Match headings 1-4 with paragraphs A-E. (2pts) 

1. The city centre – a great place to be. 

2. A good room to sit and relax. 

3. Bad weather and Marianne.  

4. A comfortable home with a garden.  

3- Complete the sentences from the text. (2pts) 

a- ‘ory͛s hoŵe has  …………………. bedrooms. 

b- The houseďoat is Đalled …………………….  
c- They ………………….. the houseďoat eǀery year.  
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d- There are ŵoderŶ paiŶtiŶgs iŶ the ďoat͛s ……………………… 

4- Answer the following questions: (3pts) 

a- What is Rory growing on the roof the boat? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

b- How old is the houseboat? 

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

c- What do visitors like in the living room?  

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

II. language :                                                                                                 (8pts) 

1- Put the verbs in brackets into the present simple:      (3pts) 

a- Julie ………………….  ;Ŷot/driŶkͿ tea ǀery ofteŶ.  
b- What tiŵe …………………  ;the ďaŶks / ĐloseͿ in your city?  

c- I͛ǀe got a Đar, ďut I ………………….  ;Ŷot/useͿ it a lot.  
d- Where ……………………………  ;‘iĐardo/ ĐoŵeͿ froŵ?  
e- What ……………………… ;you/ doͿ,Martin? _I͛ŵ aŶ eleĐtriĐiaŶ.  
f- Look at this seŶteŶĐe. What ………………........... ;this ǁord/ ŵeaŶͿ? 

 

2- Put the words in order to make sentences:       (3pts) 

a- to sĐhool /early/does / Sue/arriǀe/?……………………………………………………...…….…………. 
b- to  the cinema/ never/ I/ go  ……………………………………………………………….…….…..………… 

c- Julia / parties/ enjoys/ sometimes……………………………………………………..…….……….………. 
d- often/ people͛s /names/ I / forget ………………………………………………..…………..………………  
e- television/ Tim/ watches/ never …………………………………………………..…..……..………….……  

 

3- Complete the sentences with a or an :   ( 2pts) 

a- She͛s ….. aĐtress.  
b- He͛s …… ďusiŶessŵaŶ.  
c- I͛ŵ …… EŶglish teaĐher.  
d- I haǀe ….. AŵeriĐaŶ Đar.  

III. writing :                                                                                                               (4pts) 

Write a paragraph about what you like doing in your free time.  

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………….………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

 


